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(54) IMAGE ENCODER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the image encoder which can 
improve picture quality at the face part of an image. 
CONSTITUTION: When encoding an image signal, a face 
area is extracted from the image signal stored in a frame 
memory part 1 by a face area extraction part 5, a 
peripheral area for performing filtering around the 
extracted face area is set by an area setting part 6, 
filtering processing is performed by a filtering part 7 
corresponding to each area set by the area setting part 
6, the band of the input image signal is limited, the 
encoding efficiency of the peripheral area is improved, 
and the resolution of the peripheral area is stepwise 
dropped. Thus, the picture quality at the face area can 
be relatively improved while suppressing the degradation 
of visual picture quality. 
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